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30th Sunday in Ordinary Time – 27 October 2024 
 

Thought for the Week 
 
The Gospel this week is the wonderful account of Jesus’s encounter with the blind beggar Bar:maeus and the beggar gaining 
his sight. 
As Jesus and his disciples leave Jericho, Bar:meus cries out from the crowd ‘Jesus, Son of David have mercy on 
me.’  Bar:maeus, without sight, sees Jesus for who he really is and is not deflected by the crowd shushing him; why would 
he, if blind as he is, he recognises and feels the power of Christ?   Bar:meus is prepared to give up everything for his 
faith.  Mark writes of him throwing off his cloak before springing up to see Jesus.  Perhaps it is a small detail; however a cloak 
was a very valuable commodity; in Exodus and Deuteronomy if a cloak were taken as a pledge for a loan it had to be returned 
before sunset so that the owner could sleep in warmth - how much more valuable would that cloak be for a blind 
beggar?  Bar:meus is throwing all he owns to one side to be able to see.  I always wonder what it was like when the first thing 
that Bar:meus saw was the creator face-to-face; a repe::on of God’s first act in Genesis – ‘Let there be light.’ I hope that 
Jesus, fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah, smiled. 
We have chances to see Jesus, present in the Eucharist at Mass, we also see Jesus in his church, in the community around 
us.  We have a special opportunity to see Jesus one-to-one in Adora:on of the Blessed Sacrament.  On a Friday, come, be 
Bar:meus - it is a :me to stop, to look, to be close to Christ to spend :me in his presence; put things aside and see him for 
yourself. 
 

Deacon Stephen 
 
 
 
 
 

Date 26 Oct – 03 Nov 
 

Mass 
Times 

Mass Inten7ons at 
St Edward’s & St Mark’s 

Mass 
Times 

Mass Inten7ons at 
St Francis of Assisi 

Sat 26 Oct  Ss Chad & Cedd   10:00  
18:00 Bartolomé & Ángela - RIP 17:30 Honoria Tomlinson - RIP 

Sun 27 Oct  
30th Sunday Ordinary Time 

09:30 People of the Parish - St Mark’s 08:30 People of the Parish 
11:00 Rosanna Pediconi - RIP 10:00 Dr Keith Thomson - RIP 

Mon 28 Oct  
 Ss Simond & Jude 

10:00 Roger Thomas - RIP  No Mass 

Tues 29 Oct  18:30 Silveria Esteban - RIP 18:30 James & Johanna Moriarty - RIP 
Wed 30 Oct  10:00 Holy Souls 10:00  
Thur 31 Oct 
First Mass of All Saints 

10:00 Isobel Young - RIP - St Mark’s   
18:30 Terry Johnston (In Friars’ Chapel) 

Fri 01 Nov All Saints 12:00 Canon Gerard Hetherington - INT 10:00 Mary & John Kirwin - RIP 
Holy Day of Obliga7on 18:30 Lucy Fitzhenry - RIP 18:30 Brown & O'Reilly Family Deceased 
Sat 02 Nov 
Commemora;on of All Souls 

  10:00  
18:00 Maria Pawlik - RIP 17:30 John Overton - RIP 

Sun 03 Nov 
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

09:30 People of the Parish - St Mark’s 08:30 People of the Parish 
11:00 Margaret Leavy - RIP 10:00 Eileen Berkeley - RIP 

Assisted Dying Bill 
A le%er from the Bishop is available at the back of the Church. In his le%er it details a call to ac;on; to write to 
your local MP, to ask them to stop assisted suicide being rushed into law. A template le%er is also available. 
Please take a copy of this template to fill in and send to your MP this Sunday. 
Link to video - h%ps://youtu.be/GTZNVxP_eRw 
The MP for Ascot and Windsor is Jack Ranking. Email:- jack.rankin.mp@parliament.uk 
Address: House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA 
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Further dates and info on our websites: 
CatholicWindsor.org 
 

Live Mass Link 
http://catholicwindsorandascot.org/stedwardsmass 
 

StFrancisAscot.co.uk 
 

Live Mass Link 
hSp://catholicwindsorandascot.org/sTrancismass 
 

 
 
 
 

Pastoral Area NoLces 
 

New LecLonary 
The Liturgy team is offering two online sessions about the new lec:onary which will be introduced in Advent.  Each session, 
led by Fr Anthony Fyk, will be iden:cal (so you need only a`end one) and will cover what the lec:onary is, its revisions and 
what they mean for us; there will also be an opportunity for Ques:ons and Answers.  If you wish to pose a ques:on, please 
submit this in wri:ng in advance to liturgy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
The sessions are on Tuesday 5 November and Tuesday 19 November from 19:00 to 20:00. 
To sign up the links are: 5 November:  Online session 5 November and 19 November: Online session 19 November, or see 
the diocesan website. 
 
 
 

Parish Outreach Team - Please Can You Help 
This week the Windsor/Ascot Parish Outreach Team will post a card through the doors in Aston Mead and surrounding 
Roads in Windsor, and Ravensdale Road in Ascot. The Parish will be praying for the people who live in these roads at Mass, 
and a candle will be lit for them in the Lady Chapels. A big thank you to all Parishioners who have helped in their own 
roads. If you can help distribute cards, please contact Lisa (Windsor) 07769 249568 or Lucy (Ascot) 
outreach@catholicwindsor.org.  The Outreach Team. 
 

 

DATE TIME Diary – St Edward’s & St Mark’s TIME Diary – St Francis of Assisi 

Sat 26 Oct 11:00 -11:30 Reconcilia:on 09:30 Rosary prayed 
 12:00 Bap:sm - Vincent Clemens 10:30 Reconcilia:on arer 10:00 Mass 

12:30 
14:00 

Bap:sm - Demetria Zbikowsak 
Bap:sm - Grace Gibson 

12:00 Bap:sms - Eloise Hills & Logan 
Stanbrook 

17:30 - 18:00 Reconcilia:on   
Sun 27 Oct 12:00 Tea & Coffee - P/C 10:00 No Children’s Liturgy  (Half-term) 
 12:15 Bap:sm - Robert Bergin   
Mon 28 Oct 18:30 SVP Mee:ng -  St Brigid’s Room   
Tues 29 Oct 10:30 UCM Mee:ng  11:00 - 12:45 No Li`le Franciscan Toddler 

Group 
 18:00 Evening Prayer - Lady Chapel  (Resumes a<er Half-Term break) 
 18:00-18:30 Reconcilia:on   

19:00 Choir Prac:ce - St Edward’s Church 
19:15 RCIA - St Brigid’s Room 

Wed 30 Oct 09:30 Morning Prayer - Lady Chapel  Colin Snowden - RIP 
Thur 31 Oct 18:30 

 
Mass Readings Explained -  
St Brigid’s Room 

  

Fri 01 Nov 10:00-16:00 Adora:on of the Blessed Sacrament 10:30 - 11:30 Adora:on of the Blessed 
Sacrament & Benedic:on 12:30 Rosary prayed arer 12:00 Mass 

 12:30 UCM Lunch with Farvin Gonsalves 
(Portsmouth Seminarian) - P/C 

  

Sat 02 Nov 11:00 -11:30 Reconcilia:on 09:30 Rosary prayed 
 12:00 Wedding –  

Nayan Metha & Maria Da Costa 
  

 17:30 -18:00 Reconcilia:on 10:30 Reconcilia:on arer 10:00 Mass 
Sun 03 Nov 12:00 Tea & Coffee - P/C  10:00 No Children’s Liturgy (Half-Term) 

 12:15 Bap:sm Prepara:on-St Brigid’s Room 
15:00 Remembrance Service - Light 

refreshments in P/C 
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Sunday 3 November is Bamenda Sunday – Golden Jubilee 
Please give as generously as possible to the Bamenda Sunday collec:on, every penny will go directly to an approved project 
aimed at cemen:ng this twinning.  Online: h`ps://donate.giveasyoulive.com/donate?cid=136990#amount 
Thank you in advance for your generosity. 
 
CAFOD-DEC Middle East Humanitarian Appeal  
The conflict in the Middle East is gexng worse and the families affected need our help. Please donate today to the CAFOD-
DEC Middle East Humanitarian Appeal and support our local Caritas partners in Gaza and Lebanon as they con:nue to 
provide essen:al food, water and shelter: Give to CAFOD 
 
 
 

St Edward’s & St Mark’s, Windsor 

 
Night Shelter – Volunteers Needed! 
During the cold winter nights before the Pandemic, a Night Shelter was offered to the homeless people of Windsor under 
the name ‘More Than a Shelter’ in the Parish Centre. The guests were offered a warm meal, a warm bed for the night, and 
breakfast. 
 

The charity has merged with WCA and is now part of the Windsor Homeless Project. Last week, planning permission was 
granted to run a Night Shelter at the Homeless Project home, Alma Beacon. 
To run the shelter, we need volunteers to cover 84 shirs per week: 
• Evening Meal  07:00pm - 10:00pm 
• Overnight   10:00pm -  07:00am 
• Breakfast   07:00am -  08.30am 
 If we are going to run the night shelter this winter, we need lots of new volunteers to staff all the shirs each week. If 
anybody is interested in becoming a volunteer, can I ask them to complete this very simple form 
h`ps://bit.ly/WHPNightShelter 
 
 
 

Churches Together in Windsor (CTW) Songs of Praise 
Please come along and sing some favourite hymns at Windsor Methodist Church this Sunday 27 October at 18.30. The CTW 
AGM will be held at 18:00, followed by ‘Songs of Praise’, the evening will finish with refreshments. All welcome!  
 
 
 

The HCPT Christmas Fair  
This will be on Sunday 8 December in the Parish Centre from 12:00 - 14:00. Can you help with our fundraising? We are 
looking for people to help set up; run a stall; knit small angel decora:ons; donate prizes for the Tombola & Raffle; donate 
new girs for the Present Stall; provide cakes; donate prizes for the Children's Lucky Dip. If you think you can help please 
speak to Pat Burke or email group128@hcpt.org.uk 
 
 

Remembrance Service 
A Remembrance Service will be held at 15:00 in St Edward’s on Sunday 3 November, to be followed by refreshments in 
the Parish Centre. 
 
 

Pilgrimage and Thomas Merton 
Following on from the talk to the UCM on 29 October Dr Judith sends on the following:   
Pilgrimage can represent a personal journey of self-discovery and transformaFon. Thomas Merton, in his wriFngs as a 
Trappist monk, writes of his inner life.  He struggles to become ‘who is really was.’ He was engaged with many social issues, 
such as the Vietnam War, & Civil Rights. His passion for peace in a world that yearned for it so desperately is now more 
relevant than ever.  There is much to learn from this Spiritual Master. 
 
 

CongratulaLons 
On Sunday at the 11:00 Mass, Archbishop Bernard Longley will present The Papal Order of ‘St Gregory the Great’ to Mr 
Philip Reynolds for his services to the Na:onal Church. 
 
 
 

Deceased 
Please pray for the repose of the soul of (Maria) Fa7ma Gomez. Her funeral will take place at St Edward’s on Thursday 14 
November at 10:30. 
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St Francis First Holy Communion - (Ascot) 
Registra:on is open for children Year 3 and above to join our programme which runs January to May 2025. Closing date for 
applica7ons is 27 October 2024. Forms are available from the church, by emailing the Parish Office and from the website. 
In order to run this we need volunteers willing to be DBS checked. Please contact the Parish Office if you would like to 
volunteer. 
 
 

LecLonary Books 
A huge thank-you to everybody who was able to donate towards the costs of the new Lec:onary Books. Dona:ons have 
exceeded the costs, and we hope to allocate the surplus towards offering a discount to the purchase price of individual 
People’s edi:ons if purchased through the parish. More details to follow in due course. 
 
 

Money and Maintenance 
Thanks to all parishioners who provided contact details in response to Fr David’s comments about parish finances. If you 
missed it, Fr David encouraged parishioners to (1) periodically review their level of dona:ons; (2) consider comple:ng a Gir 
Aid form if they have not already done so; and (3) donate by bank standing order or numbered envelopes to help the 
budge:ng process. Please contact Chris Sowinski at giraid.asc@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk for more informa:on. 
 
 

SVP Tabletop Sales 
SVP Tabletop Sales in Narthe raised £1,423 in September/October from items kindly donated by you the parishioners.  A 
big thank you for your generosity. The Society of St Vincent de Paul helps very needy families locally. 
 

Little Franciscan Toddler Group 
The Toddler Group runs every Tuesday during term-7me only, from 11:00 – 12:45. All welcome!  
 
 

Children’s Liturgy 
Every Sunday during the 10:00 Mass (term time only). We accept children from 3 years to Year 3. Enrolment forms are 
available in the Narthex. Further enquiries: please email Sue Roche sue.roche1@btinternet.com. 
 
The Knights of St Columba are recrui:ng new members from Ascot and Windsor Parishes - anyone interested can pick a 
form from the foyer - or please contact Tony Berkeley 07377 168 356 or council984@hotmail.com for more informa:on.  
 
FaLma Rosary on Zoom 
If you would like to join others in praying the Rosary via Zoom, please contact Tony Berkeley. The Rosary is prayed from 
Monday to Friday at 13:30. Tony will then add you to the group and send you all the informa:on you will need to join. The 
Knights of St Columba Prayer Group are sponsoring this. For further informa:on please contact 07377 168 356 or 
furtunato101@gmail.com or KNIGHTS OF ST Columba, Knights, Columba, Ascot, Bracknell, Council, 590 (council984.co.uk) 
 

 
 
Would you like to receive the newsle^er by email or join the Catholic Windsor and Ascot 
News WhatsApp Group? 
Sign up on h`ps://catholicwindsorandascot.org/subscribe to receive this weekly into your inbox. 
We have set up a new WhatsApp group called Catholic Windsor and Ascot News. This will be dedicated 
to the weekly newsle`er and important news such as Easter and Christmas services. Scan this QR Code 
with your phone’s camera app, to access this group via WhatsApp. 
 
 

Parish Office: Windsor - 01753 865163 Parish Office: Ascot - 01344 620591 
 

Patricia Brown: Parish Secretary (Office Hours):  
Tues 11:30 - 14:00, Thur 11:30 - 16:00, Fri 09:00 - 13:00 
office@catholicwindsor.org 

 

Parish Secretary (Office Hours): 
Tues 09:00 - 11:00 , Thur 09:00 - 11:00, Fri 14:00 - 16:00 

s~rancisascot@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Richard Flisher: Finance 
finance@catholicwindsor.org 

Chris Sowinski: Finance 
giraid.asc@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Pat Burke: Safeguarding Rep 
safeguarding@catholicwindsor.org 

Jaycie Warren: Safeguarding Rep 
safeguarding@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Sharon Cole-Blows: Youth Ministry co-ordinator 
youthcoordinator@catholicwindsor.org 

Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth Charity number 1199568 
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Dear 
 
I am contac;ng you as a very concerned cons;tuent to ask you to speak and vote in opposi;on to Kim 
Leadbeater’s assisted suicide Bill. 
 
I am deeply worried about the risks that legalising assisted suicide would bring to vulnerable groups, par;cularly 
in light of the significant pressures that already exist on the NHS and a recent Marie Curie report. I am a passionate 
advocate of assisted living, not assisted dying. It is my firm view that inves;ng in pallia;ve care is a be%er way to 
support people suffering at the end of life. 
 
Killing is always wrong, and suicide goes en;rely against our natural ins;ncts. To permit legally assisted killing and 
suicide is to cross a symbolic line. Like using a nuclear weapon, there would be no turning back. 
I kindly ask you to consider the following four reasons why any change in the law to facilitate assisted suicide is 
gravely immoral and a danger to society: 
 

1. The opLon of assisted suicide puts intolerable pressure on the most vulnerable, upon the sick, the 
elderly, the disabled, the dying, tempLng them to feel they are a burden – and a financial drain – on 
their family and others. The right to die would inevitably become a duty to die - and in Lme the right to 
make another die. 
 

2. To legalise euthanasia and assisted suicide would undermine palliaLve care – Britain is a world-leader - 
and the work of care-homes. It could spell the end of care homes as we know them, since it would be 
cheaper and less trouble to kill someone rather than to care for them. Caring for the dying, looking ader 
them, is true “dignity in dying” - not a lethal injecLon or a Sarco pod. 
 
 

3. Assisted suicide places an unacceptable and immoral demand on medical staff, doctors and nurses. It 
would make them accessories in killing. It would also undermine the trust we would normally have in 
them. It’s easy to imagine a future in which doctors advise paLents to seek suicide rather than 
treatment. 
 

4. Once the legislaLon is passed, like a line in the sand, it will keep creeping forward, expanding to cover 
more and more categories of persons. There are no limits. Fixed safeguards are unworkable. No 
government could guarantee that there will not be ‘mission-creep’. In fact, mission-creep is happening 
in every other jurisdicLon where it is legal. In Canada, for instance, 5% of deaths are now by lethal 
injecLon. In other words, suicide, free on the NHS, would in Lme become socially acceptable, normal. 

 

Please reassure me that you will oppose this legisla;on and instead support wider access to improved pallia;ve 
care. 
 
Thank you for your considera;on and for all you do. I look forward to receiving your response. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 


